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RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY SELF-CONTROL 

Hello parents 
Well, we certainly are living in different times at the moment, but isolation has given us some 
precious time with our kids at home. (I recognise that brings its own challenges too!) I trust that we 
are all able to grow from this experience and have learnt new ways to support each other.  
I wanted to share with you a little scenario I saw recently. I watched as a couple were walking with 
their toddler. The little one was a few metres behind and the mother encouraged, ‘Come on little 
one.’ I saw the girl follow in the direction of her parents past a pole. Then I watched as she turned 
around, retraced her steps and walked past the pole on the other side. Amused, I wondered why she 
had done that. Then I realised what she had done. Her parents had passed the pole on the left; she 
had gone to the right. When she realised she had gone on the ‘wrong’ side, she went back to follow 
her parents’ lead.  
I was really struck by this little action of the little girl following exactly in her parents’ footsteps. I 
was  challenged to realise that our kids are watching us all the time. They expect us to show them 
the right way to go. They are more interested in what we do, than what we say. It’s worth a 
thought.  
Sheryl O’Sullivan 
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TERM 2 RETURN TO SCHOOL 
It is strange times we find ourselves in with the 
coronavirus pandemic affecting every aspect of 
our lives, but here at school we are continuing 
to provide learning to all of our students either 
in class or via home-learning packages. 

For those students continuing with home-
learning, we do ask that any completed work be 
returned to the school, either when the 
packages are dropped off, or with your child 
when they return to school, so that the teachers 
can see what your child was able to do to help 
the teachers with their ongoing planning and 
assessment. 
 
The start to Term 2 has gone smoothly, with 
staff and students taking care to avoid close 
contact and a daily routine of cleaning 
resources, classrooms and play equipment 
throughout the day by an additional cleaner 
provided by the Education Department. 
 
I would like to thank parents and carers for your 
cooperation and understanding with the safety 
practices around drop-offs and pick-ups, and 
not coming onto school grounds unless 
absolutely necessary. In addition to dropping 
off and picking up from the front gate, we are 
also allowing parents who live behind the 
school, to drop off and pick up their children at 
the art room, however we must ask you not to 
come  past the end of the art room verandah. 

COVID-19 RESEARCH STUDY IN SCHOOLS 
West Northam has been very lucky to have 
been invited to be a part of the Government’s 
research study into the affect of COVID-19 on 
schools. 
 
The WA Government is partnering with the 
Telethon Kids Institute for this study to test for 
COVID-19 among school students and staff 
who do not have coronavirus symptoms. The 
study is expected to begin in mid-May, and will 
provide greater certainty around the possible 
transmission of the disease in schools. 
 
You can find more information on the COVID-
19 research study inside today’s newsletter. 
 
FREE FLU VACCINES FOR CHILDREN 
The Health Department is providing free flu 
vaccinations for primary school aged children. 
Protection from the flu is especially important at 
this time to keep us all as healthy as possible, 
so please do take advantage of the free 
vaccines. There is more information on how to 
get your child’s free vaccinations inside this 
newsletter. 
 
CONNECT 
Many of you will be familiar with the school 
Connect page that we started up last term.  
Through Connect you can see whole school or 
class notices, get information about school or 
class events, read about classroom learning 
activities, see messages from your child’s 
teacher and access your child’s attendance 
records. By downloading the 
Connect Now app onto your 
phone, you will have easy 
access to Connect and make 
sure that you never miss out on 
notices and information from the 
school. 
 
Stay safe  

Cheryl Prater, Principal . 



Research study to track impact of COVID-19 in schools 
West Northam has been invited to participate in research the WA 

Government is undertaking in partnership with Telethon Kids Institute. The 

research is part of DETECT: a larger study of particular groups in our 

community to determine the prevalence of COVID–19 in Western Australia. 

Education has been prioritised for inclusion. 

Approximately 80 public schools across Western Australia will participate in 

the research.  They represent a cross section of the community and include 

primary, secondary, education support, metropolitan and regional schools, 

and residential colleges.  

The study will be rolled out across schools over the next few weeks. 

Participation is voluntary and consent will be sought from staff and parents, 

as well as students for the psychosocial survey component. 

As part of the research, staff and students from 40 schools will be tested for 

COVID-19 at monthly intervals over a period of at least three months. 

These schools will be randomly selected by the researchers. All 80 schools 

will participate in the online survey component, providing information on 

how COVID-19 is impacting their physical, social and emotional wellbeing. 

All students, staff and parents would be encouraged to participate and TKI 

will work directly with schools.  

I will provide further information, including a fact sheet from TKI, and 

consent forms in the coming days. 

Our school’s involvement in this research will make a valuable contribution 

to better understanding the extent of COVID-19 in Western Australia and 

what measures are required to keep our communities safe during the 

pandemic. 

If you have any questions, please contact the school on 9621 5600 for more 

information. 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/05/Research-study-to-track-impact-of-COVID-19-in-schools.aspx

