Chaplain’s Chat

WEST NORTHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
From Mrs Sheryl O’Sullivan

Chaplain at school Wednesday, Thursday

Do you give your kids the opportunity to fail? Do they have opportunities to succeed too? Both
experiences are important to build resilience and persistence. We are not doing our kids any favours if
we either a) Always pick up the pieces and ‘fix’ things for them or b) Only acknowledge the mistakes, in
an effort to help them ’improve.’
Last week I joined room 1 as they spent the morning with Miss O’Loughlin in Design and Technology,
using her ample supply of Lego®. It was encouraging to see how hard the children worked to meet the
challenges they were given. There were some ‘failures’ as robots tumbled and bridges collapsed, but the
students kept going and were rewarded for their persistence by what they learned and the successes
they achieved.
When I play a game with a child, whether it is at school or with one of my grandchildren, I don’t always
let them win. Sometimes they actually want me to win, which is generous, but I rarely take their offers of
an extra turn or whatever it is. I want them to see that winning must be earned and losing is part of life.
Learning to accept defeat graciously is just as important as winning. And to quote one year four, ‘It’s not
whether you win that counts, it’s just about having fun and learning the game.’
Sheryl O’Sullivan

MORNING TEA is on TOMORROW!
Fortnightly morning tea with the chaplain is on every second
Thursday, even weeks of term. Time is from 9-10.30 in the
Parenting Centre, near the staff carpark.
All parents (or grandparents) and carers are welcome.
Dates for the rest of the term are…
August 27, September 3, 17
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ASSEMBLY
Firstly I would like to congratulate Room 1 on
their assembly in Week 2. The students worked
hard on preparing their ‘Reader’s Theatre’, and
it’s always great to see the amazing work the
students are doing in class. Very well done to
the brave students who spoke in front of the
whole school, what a fantastic job you did!

ROCKET ASSEMBLIES PRIZE WINNERS
Tomorrow, Thursday 27 August, Room 6 will be
hosting their assembly. The children have been
busy practising, and I’m looking forward to
seeing their performance. Please do come
along to support the children tomorrow, we
would love to see you there 
PROBLEM-SOLVING WITH LEGO
Last week, the students in Room 1 solved a

variety of problems for Design and Technology.
With a little help from Mrs O’Loughlin and
Blake, Jaxson and Tyler did a fantastic job of
building a bridge that would hold a 4kg weight.
The children had a great time and certainly
sharpened their problem-solving skills. Well
done, guys!
ROBOTOTHON
In Week 8, staff from the Northam Library are
bringing Edison robots, Littlebits STEAM sets
and Lego to West Northam for a week long
Robotothon. Fifteen lucky students have been
selected to code a robotic creation which will
then be on display throughout Week 9 in the
Northam Library.
LITERACY AND NUMERACY WEEK
Next week it is National Literacy and Numeracy
week, and on Tuesday we will be having our
annual Book Week parade. We invite students
to dress up as their favourite book character,
and even better if they can bring the book along
with them. Every child who dresses up will
receive a lolly pop, and there will be prizes for
the best dressed in each class. Parents are
welcome to come along and join in the fun on
Tuesday 1 September at 9:00am in the
Undercover Area. Below is a photo of last
year’s winners, looking fabulous in their
costumes!

Weeks 2,3,4,5
RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

SELF-CONTROL

Cheryl Prater, Principal

Dream It, Be It, Climb High!

West Northam Primary School Canteen Menu
MEAL DEAL WITH DRINK
Week 7. 31Aug– 3-September
Hamburger
or
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich
Week 8. 7-10 September
Rissoles & Mash
or
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich

Week 9. 14-24 September
Chicken Pasta Bake
or
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich
Week 10. 6-9 April
Chow Mein
or
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich

Friday Lunch Meal Deal - $5

Friday Recess Menu $1.00

Sausage Roll and Drink
Pizza and Drink
Party Pies (3) and Drink
Pie and Drink

Milo/Juice Box/Water
Cheesies/
Mini Quiche
Jelly cup & Ice-cream

Win a brand new bike from Avon Valley
Contractors.
Cake
Pop Corn
Assorted Fruit

Design the front cover of our Race Book for
Avon Valley Contractors Kids Big Day Out
race day. The winner will receive a brand
new bike valued up to $300 from The Bike
Shop at AVC and their design will be used
as the cover of our Race Book.

