WEST NORTHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

Chaplain’s Chat From Mrs Sheryl O’Sullivan
Chaplain at school Wednesday, Thursday

Hello parents
It’s so good to have all your lovely children back at school! I hope you have enjoyed
spending extra time with them at home.
Thirteen of my grandchildren live in other ‘regions,’ so we had to make do with
FaceTime and phone calls for a couple of months. While it was delightful to get a text
and digital message from 7 year old Sarah, nothing beats a real life hug and kiss.
Thankfully, we have now been able to see most of our grandchildren again, there are still
a few we haven't seen.
It has been heartening to hear of many families who have made the most of the extra
time together and ‘learning at home’ has often been in the kitchen or garden, where the
real science and art happen. Let’s keep up this habit of hanging out together more with
games, gardening and cooking together. I hope that this challenging time we have
experienced will make us all better people. I’m confident it will.
Sheryl O’Sullivan
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DETECT Schools COVID-19 Study
Our school is one of 80 public schools, education support
services and residential colleges taking part in “DETECT
Schools Study - Assessing COVID-19 Across Western
Australian Schools”.

whether or not you are willing to participate in the survey.
Students from Years 4 to 6 will also be asked to complete
the survey. If you do not want your child to do the survey,
please complete the opt-out form.
Please return all completed forms by Friday 12 June.

COVID-19 has had a huge impact on the way we live. With
the rates of COVID-19 in WA remaining low, we are at a
critical point where the Government is working hard on
how to get things back to normal, as safely and as quickly,
as we can.

Lifting of COVID-19 Restrictions

One thing we don’t know much about, is the rates of
COVID-19 in those who may not have any symptoms
(asymptomatic). As part of a larger community study to
determine the occurrence of COVID-19 in people without
symptoms in WA, the WA Education and Health
Departments, in partnership with Telethon Kids Institute,
are undertaking a research study in schools. The study will
help us answer three main questions:
1. Is there any undetected COVID-19 infection in school
students and staff (without symptoms)?
2. Do students and staff at schools play a role in
spreading COVID-19, if we find it?
3. How are school staff, students, and their families
coping during this challenging time? Is their wellbeing
impacted?

At this stage we will not be having assemblies, wholeschool or interschool sporting events until restrictions
allow mass gatherings of more than 100 people.

As many of you will have heard, many of the current
restrictions will be eased from Saturday 6 June 2020. In
line with this, from Monday 8 June, parents will be able to
enter the school grounds to drop-off and pick-up children.

Reconciliation Week
For Sorry Day and National Reconciliation Week, the
classes have participated in various activities to reflect on
what Sorry Day and Reconciliation means to them. The
classes have all saved their reflections online so that each
class can spend time looking at the other students’
reflections; and today, on the last day of National
Reconciliation Week, the students have made a display of
hands along the fence to signify reconciliation between all
Australians.

It is hoped the DETECT Schools Study will assist in making
an even stronger evidence-base for the WA (and
Australian) Government to make the best policy decisions
they can, and to provide the support to schools and
families that they need.
Our school is one of 40 schools that will be involved in the
wellbeing survey only. Another 40 schools will be
involved in COVID-19 testing and the wellbeing survey.
Students in Years 4 to 12, parents of students in years K to
12, and school staff will be asked to complete a brief 15
minute survey to provide information on how COVID-19 is
impacting their physical, social and emotional wellbeing.
This is also voluntary.

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

SELF-CONTROL

Information sheets and consent forms will be sent out this
week. Please read the information and return the signed
consent form, or complete the online consent, indicating

Thank You!
Finally a huge ‘thank you’ to Alan’s Auto Electrics who are
very kindly running a fundraiser to raise money for our
Breakfast Club. It is great to have local businesses
supporting our school, so please do support them 

Cheryl Prater, Principal

Dream It, Be It, Climb High!

West Northam Primary School Canteen Menu
MEAL DEAL WITH DRINK
Week 7. 08-11 June
Lasagne or
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich

Week 9. 22-26 June
Fried Rice or
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich

Week 8. 15-18 June
Bangers & Mash or
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich

Week 10. 29 June -2 July
Hamburger
Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich

Friday Lunch Meal Deal - $5
Sausage Roll and Drink
Pizza and Drink
Party Pies (3) and Drink
Pie and Drink

Friday Recess Menu
There will be no recess until
further notice

THANK YOU …
to

Alan’s Auto Electrics
For their generous offer to
sponsor our
Breakfast Club.
Please support them in
their efforts to raise money
for Breakfast Club 

